APPENDIX: THE PROJECT METHOD        233
pHcity of Euclid's geometry, and especially by Euclid's doctrine
of proportion, as expounded by A. de Morgan So impressed
was he that he was willing to devote his spare time for some
months to the mastery of the first six books of that now
obsolete text-book, Euclid's Elements. He was not a child, he
worked alone and not in a social situation, and, so far from
hand-work being involved, the work could have been done
if he had sat still with folded arms. But the one essential
attribute of the project, wholehearted purpose, was present
throughout. The self-appointed task was a bit of real life, of
his real life, but it happened to be of the intellectual and not of
the practical type.